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Capitalizing  on the familiarity and influence of Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense” pamphlets that provided American colonists 
with exposure to the conversation of great thinkers in the pre-Revolutionary period, this paper assumes the name COMMON 
SENSE II.  Similarly, today’s series of pamphlets strives to give a direct response to great political events and ideas of our time.  
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Examining Political Affiliation 
By Jack Pick 

Most folks consider themselves Democrats, Re-
publicans, independents, 
or refuse to be involved 
in politics altogether.  
How people become po-
litical might be through 
family tradition or life 
experiences or examining 

issues.  Whatever the result, people seem to cling 
to their perspective very firmly without question-
ing why. 

In my own case, I worked with people of means, 
mostly Republicans, man-
aging their investments, so 
naturally I considered my-
self a Republican.  I 
moved to Northern Minne-
sota in 1999 and almost 
immediately discovered 
that many people were suf-
fering from a shortage of basic needs.  My political 
party was doing little to address these needs. 

So I did some research, and what I found was 

transformative for me.  I discovered that the prima-
ry focus of Democrats was on individual basic 
needs such as food, shelter, jobs, healthcare, educa-
tion, and more.  The primary focus of Republicans 
seemed to be more about power and control.  I’ll 
explain. 

Everything that Democrats stand for is pro-life, 
meaning we support 
all people’s basic life 
essentials.  The Dem-
ocratic Party does not 
judge who a person is, 
where a person was 
born, who can vote, or even the woman who seeks 
to end a pregnancy. 

The bottom line is should we and the government 
address people’s needs or only be concerned about 
maintaining power and control for its own sake? 

Pure power and control lead to loss of democracy 
which quickly leads to loss of freedom.  This has 
been demonstrated throughout history, Hitler’s 
Germany being a prime example. 

I suggest we think about our political affiliations 
and consider what kind of country we wish to in-
habit and leave for our children and grandchildren.  
And do vote accordingly! 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  GET IVOLVED AND GET IT DONE! 

 
Event                 Date /Time            Location 
 
DFL Headquarters Open (326-6296)                Thursdays 2:00-5:00  DFL Headquarters 

          Itasca Progressive Caucus (259-4490)     3rd Tuesday 6:30   DFL Headquarters 
DFL Central Committee Meets    4th Monday  6:30  Zoom 
DFL Social Club & Lunch    1st Wednesday Noon  DFL Headquarters 
DFL Pot Luck (Open to the Public)                                      3rd Wednesday 5:30   DFL Headquarters 
Working Families Alliance    Suspended   Dutchroom  
Earth Circle      Suspended   GR Public Library 
Circles of Support     Suspended   811 NE 4th St. GR 
Haven:  A Place for All     Mondays 5:30  Zoom  218-328-4450  
Deadline for Common Sense II     October 12, 2021   conray@arvig.net  

http://i1.wp.com/myedmondsnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/
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   The Learning Curve 
By Bob Passi 

 It has been a long and difficult learning curve for 
this nation.  (A learning curve is used to describe 

the time and effort 
required when 
learning something 
challenging.)  We 
have had 20 years 
to learn something 
from the challeng-
ing events of 9/11.  
Let’s take stock of 

what lessons we seem to have learned from those 
events and the ramifications of the directions those 
lessons have taken us.  Let’s also look at a set of 
alternate lessons we could have learned but chose 
to ignore.  Perhaps we are finally ready to learn 
those lessons now. 

The events of that fateful day have echoed through 
20 years and have led this nation in a direction that 
has been anything but healing. 

As those events were unfolding, 
the overwhelming response of the 
world was to open their hearts to 
all Americans and especially to 
those who suffered and died.  
There was also an almost universal 
condemnation of the perpetrators 
of those events.  The response of 
the world was a humanitarian re-
sponse. 

One context to help understand those events is the 
story of the Phoenix which rises in light and glory 
from the ashes of destruction.  It is an image of 
redemption, not of vengeance.  It is the recognition 
that after destruction it is possible to accept a new 
reality and rise above those ashes to find renewal 
and healing.   

However, our leadership chose to focus on other 
lessons—those of violence and vengeance, calling 
up the old dark gods of war, of blood and destruc-
tion—to focus not on the possibilities of redemp-
tive learning but to focus on the ashes and the 
smoke, the threats to “our way of life” and fear of 
evil forces.  Where has that gotten us? 

The events of 9/11 were used as a pretext to sup-
port an agenda of those in control of our govern-
ance.  “Our way of life” was the agenda of neo-
liberal capitalism, passed off to the world as some 
holy version of “democracy,” which was, in reali-
ty, simply the philosophy that producing and pro-
tecting wealth was the solution to all problems.  
That agenda was about the dominance of wealth 

and power and the projection of American power 
globally.  The byword quickly became revenge, pun-
ishing those who dared to threaten our dominance 
and power in the world.  The response was retribu-
tion, payback, and putting “them” in their place.  
This meant all the macho responses:  war, torture, 
repression, and oppression.  It meant expanding the 
“security state.”  It meant even more surveillance, 
including domestic surveillance, and included in-
creased spending on the military, CIA, NSA, FBI, 
and the police thus spending over a trillion dollars 
on secrecy and information gathering.  It meant dra-
conian measures for anyone suspected of “un-
American activities.”  It meant detentions and ques-
tionable legal practices in the name of security. 

Only after the clarifying information provided by 
Snowden and WikiLeaks did the extent of such in-
trusions become evident. 

There was the extension of the War on Terror from 
Afghanistan to Iraq, and then globally. 

Following the neo-liberal economic model, every 
problem represents an economic opportunity for 
profit and power.  As a result, the money flowed 
freely—much of it unaccounted for—and a lot of it 
flowed into corporate pockets with no-bid contracts. 

On the domestic front, 
there was a revival of 
“super patriotism,” the 
kind that makes anyone 
suspect who does not 
follow the party line 
and/or does not have the 
right skin color and eth-
nic background.  It was 
blind support of the mil-
itary action and the administration’s policies.  Any 
perspective on events that did not conform to the 
national narrative was treated like heresy and could 
even mean job loss. 

Politics became even more of a money game with 
corruption and manipulation becoming increasingly 
rampant.  The tax system was inverted with those on 
the bottom paying the highest percentage of their 
incomes in taxes, while corporation and those on the 
top paid less and less and even no taxes at times. 

Regulation became even more of a dirty word; the 
free-for-all that became the “American way of life” 
took a greater and greater toll on the environment.  
The infrastructure was left to deteriorate even fur-
ther.  The social safety net was sold off to fund the 
war machine and the security state.  Workers, with-
out the protection of unions, became economic 
pawns, watching their salaries and wages stagnate as 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://clamorworld.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/585870-500235-911-attack-getty-7-
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they lost ground to the increasing cost of living.  
The minimum wage became a travesty, forcing 
workers to live below the poverty level even while 
working full-time. 

Finally, the social fabric of the nation began to un-
ravel as it wore thin enough to expose the illusions 
of the great scam perpetrated on the American 
public. 

Meanwhile, any attempt to give the people a rea-
sonable voice was thwarted again and again by the 
Democratic Party, as it chose to become just an-
other party paying homage to the power of an eco-
nomic elite.  The final result for a segment of the 
citizenry was a frustrated turn to the dark side, in-
cluding the possibility of destruction of the entire 
system, the acceptance of racism, bigotry, radical 
partisanship, and an us-or-them philosophy, which 
could spell an end to democracy and an acceptance 
of an aristocracy of a rich and powerful elite. 

And then, the pandemic hit.  With a do-nothing 
approach by our national Trump led “leadership,” 
this pandemic became an us-or-them event, some 

choos-
ing to 
wel-
come 
the vi-
rus into 
their 
lives 
with-
out re-
gard to 

others and others choosing to do those things that 
had worked to stop earlier pandemics.  The domi-
nant choice became economics over health.  A 
kind of magic bullet of a vaccine was thwarted by 
the politicizing of truth and thus met strong re-
sistance, dooming the pandemic to an increasingly 
long run.  Almost 700,000 American deaths—
some would put the number at a million—seemed 
to make no difference.  If this were a conventional 
war with those kinds of death figures, we would 
have mobilized the nation to face the threat togeth-
er.  But the number of collaborators continues to 
provide significant resistance to any resolution. 

One should also recognize that nearly all the 
deaths occur in the poorest levels of society.  The 
upper levels have found ways to stay safe, and 
from their positions of safety, they are willing to 
even encourage those on the bottom to accept the 
risks of denying the realities of this pandemic and 
of rejecting safety measures. 

(Continued from page 2) 
The final result seems to be that the pandemic will 
run its course, thinning the herd (the populace of 
American citizens) by sacrificing the old and weak 
and lowest socio-economic levels of our society; 
this is not even to consider the prisoners, the native 
American populations, and immigrants.  The lead-
ership of the economic elite apparently saw this as 
getting rid of the burden of helping those in need 
by thinning the herd.  The choice of our leadership 
seems to be to make whatever sacrifices necessary 
to reestablish dominance of the new-liberal eco-
nomic system, which is the opposite of the demo-
cratic principle of caring and supporting all citi-
zens to keep society healthy as a whole. 

We could have taken a different path.  Instead 
of framing the events of 9/11 in terms of a threat to 
our dominance, we could have seen it as a chal-
lenge to our democratic ideals.  We could have 
defined our “way of life” as democracy and re-
sponded from that position.  The challenge was 
would we so easily be 
willing to give up our 
democratic principles to 
become like the perpetra-
tors and meet their vio-
lence and destruction 
with our own violence 
and destruction on ster-
oids?  Would we be willing to destroy our already 
weakened democracy with wars and acts of venge-
ance on a level far greater than the perpetrators, be 
willing to sacrifice untold numbers of innocents in 
the process? 

We could have chosen to rise from the ashes with 
renewed determination to show that democracy 
cannot be defeated by such acts of destruction—
that we will instead find resolution on more human 
terms, valuing human life even when the perpetra-
tors did not. 

We all know that violence only leads to more vio-
lence, even though it may be forced underground 
for years.  We have told the world we are better 
than that and although our military and economic 
dominance can be used to destroy others, we 
choose to create a better and more sustainable 
world. 

Nine-eleven could have been a wake-up call for us 
to go back to our democratic roots of caring for 
human life and finding more rational alternative 
solutions rather than knee-jerk violence in kind. 

The pandemic provides us with a moment to pause 
and reconsider our choices in the past and our path 
into the future.  The pandemic stopped neo-liberal 

(Continued on page 4) 

https://shivamber.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Leadership-Lessons-

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d4/20200806_Trump_coronavirus_quote_timeline_II_-
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economics in its tracks and exposed its destructive 
nature.  It also stopped the dominance and exposed 
the corruption of an economic elite.  We have this 
wonderful opportunity to recognize and accept our 
past errors and in the process begin to create a sus-
tainable world based on the principles of democra-
cy and to accept our true place in the web of life 
with some humility. 

We are facing the challenges of a pandemic that 
threatens our society and is only the forerunner of 
more viruses—medical and metaphoric—to come.  
We are facing the challenges of a planet that is be-
coming less and less hospitable to the human spe-
cies.  We are seeing the destructiveness of an eco-
nomic system that prioritizes wealth over human 
life, and we see that the solutions reside only in a 
return to democracy—and quickly. 

Sometimes it takes a long time to learn the hard 
lessons of life, but hopefully it is not too late to 
learn.  The learning curve apparently was very 
long, but perhaps we can finish it by mastering the 
important lessons before it is too late. 

     

The Control Factor 
By Gary Burt 

Why do so many people care so passionately about 
someone, whom they don’t know and have no con-
nection to, having an abortion for whatever of a 
number of reasons?  For some it’s a moral issue; 
for others it’s a political wedge issue to raise cam-
paign money and votes; still others just want to 
bully and control others, particularly women. 

I have no problem with anyone who, in good con-
science, takes a “pro-life” stance for themselves 
and themselves alone.  However, most of the prob-
lems begin when a person doesn’t stop at control-
ling their choices but instead wants to control the 
choices of everyone who disagrees with them 
about this issue. 

It is at the point of trying to control the choices of 
others that a “pro-life” stance becomes a “forced-
birthing” stance.  This is also where that person 
begins to demean others who disagree with them 
for not having the courage of “their” convictions.  
As Sydney Harris wrote in On the Contrary, “Most 
moralists think they are following God’s will—but 
what they are really saying, in their strictures (or 
admonitions) to society, is ‘This is how God 
would have made the world if He had taken my 
advice.’”  

Those who want to control others do so because 
they can’t emotionally handle anyone being differ-

(Continued from page 3) ent from themselves.  It is as if their self-image is so 
damaged and tenuous that they can’t handle anyone 
different.  It is as if they feel that someone else’s de-
cisions and choices reflect badly on themselves.  It is 
as if there’s something wrong with them because 
someone else chose to think, look, or act differently 
from how they would.  Having control over others 
becomes more important than the issue itself. 

Currently, we don’t force women to have abortions.  
Nor should we.  Why 
then is it now okay for 
self-righteous moral 
hypocrites to cloak 
themselves in stringent 
and demeaning moral 
attitudes to try to force 
women NOT to do 
something?  This is 
just another situation 
where someone wants to control everyone but them-
selves.  It’s as if they think they have no power un-
less and until they control someone else.  It’s not just 
one person who is different; it’s everyone who is 
different. 

Welcome to the wonderful world of the fanatic evan-
gelical.  As with all fanatics I’m aware of, their pri-
mary shared trait is their inability to admit they 
might possibly be wrong, especially when it comes 
to their primary beliefs.  Those beliefs, to which they 
are entitled, are based on opinions and cannot be 
proven.  They want their opinions to be more im-
portant legally than everyone else’s opinions.  These 
self-righteous people want others to change.  But in 
addition they want to punish others at the same time.  
Why do you think they want to punish those who are 
different?  Is that what happened to them when they 
were young?  Did they get punished for being differ-
ent or for not being the same as those in power?    

https://static-01.hindawi.com/articles/jp/volume-2014/295732/

 

Rally for Women's Reproductive 
Rights 

10/2/2021 from 11:30 AM -1:00PM 
Central School Sidewalk, Hwy 2 and 

169. 
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sought the Republican nomination and put their 
finger to the political wind.  How can you tell if 
the so-called pro-life people are sincere about their 
concern?  Examine not what they say but what 
they support or fail to support.  Instead of seeking 
to address the reasons women have to seek an 
abortion, those who are more anti-women than pro
-life blame, shame, and put obstacles in the way so 
vulnerable women have fewer resources and op-
tions.  If they truly want to reduce the incidents of 
abortion, they’d promote:  

 Readily available sex education and contracep-
tives,  

 Better education opportunities for girls and 
young women,  

 Living wages, 

 Affordable and sound childcare,  

 Intensified efforts to make fathers pay child 
support,  

 Medical research to prevent birth defects,  

 Access to non-judgmental counseling and the 
resources are out there.   

Instead, women—pregnant or not—are stymied in 
the work place and in education and expected to do 
more with less and not whine about it.  How peo-
ple view the abortion issue has a lot to do with 
how they truly view women and their place in the 
world.  That’s why I call those who call them-
selves pro-life really anti-woman.   

Texas has recently enacted a severe anti-woman 
law that places 
undue hardship 
on all women 
seeking an abor-
tion but particu-
larly on women 
of color or limited 
means.  Gov. Ab-
bott’s inane state-
ment that the law 

doesn’t need to have an exception in cases of rape 
because they will arrest all rapists shows he appar-
ently doesn’t realize that a rapist isn’t a rapist until 
he rapes.  By then the horse is out of the proverbial 
barn and the crime committed.  The thief isn’t a 
thief until he steals.   

Abortion is a serious issue that deserves serious 
discussion.  It does not deserve to be a political 
conflict manufactured for the purpose of creating a 
wedge issue to garner votes and campaign funds—
campaign funds to be used to elect candidates who 
will vote against every bill designed to ameliorate 
the heartbreak and need for abortion. 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-TVWKUWNKEds/VcKXY9A9yAI/AAAAAAABS9o/

Pro-Life or Anti-Woman? 
By Valerie Conner 

There are basically three ways to make money:  
inherit or win it, earn it honestly, or steal it.  Steal-
ing money is a crime.  That doesn’t stop all thefts; 
it just makes it unhealthier for the thief. 

There are three ways a pregnancy can end:  birth, 
miscarriage, or abortion.  Abortion is always a dif-
ficult option.  Making abortion illegal or legally 
inaccessible does not stop abortions; it just makes 
it harder and riskier for the pregnant woman.  In 
this country for almost 49 years, abortion within 
ever-narrowing restrictions has been legal and safe 
and increasingly rare. 

In that time, it has also become more of a political 
football.  There are those who sincerely believe 
abortion is immoral.  I respect those who for moral 
reasons are against abortion for any reason; they 
are consistent.  Most people, even those who are 
sincerely against abortion and those who believe it 
has a place, are willing to make exceptions such as 
in cases of rape, incest, the unviability of the fetus, 
and the length of the pregnancy. 

There are others who view the abortion debate as a 
way to make money for their campaigns, to gain 
votes, and to exert control over women, especially 
those women whom they view as sinners or pro-
miscuous or otherwise unworthy.  For them abor-
tions are sought only by wild 16 year old girls who 
somehow got pregnant deliberately and all by 
themselves and seek an abortion for the thrill of it.  
In truth, most women view the decision to abort 
quite seriously and as heart-wrenching, be the rea-
son financial, relational, immaturity, failed contra-
ception, health of either herself or the fetus, or of-
ten a combination of those and other considera-
tions.  A means of birth control is rarely a reason. 

Many politicians use the issue but don’t really care 
that much one way or the other.  Two good exam-
ples are Mitt Romney and Donald Trump, both of 
whom were nominally pro-choice until they 
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  Climate Change:  A Real Pro-Life Issue 
By Vicki Andrews 

Do you care about the future of your children, 
your grandchildren, all children of the future?  
Then it’s time to wake up and smell the roses, be-
fore all the roses and other plant life are dead due 
to climate change!  Consider the droughts, the 
floods, the 
massive 
forest fires 
around the 
country 
(including 
right here 
in Minne-
sota) in the past few months.  The more massive 
hurricanes, the more destructive tornados are all 
signs of climate change, which is becoming more 
deadly every day. 

It’s getting so real that they’re even using the 
words, “climate change,” on mainstream media 
news programs, and they’re saying—right out loud 
and deadly seriously—it’s the cause of many of 
the rapidly worsening weather trends…and it’s 
getting much worse and more dangerous!  Now 
will we begin to listen?  And maybe even act? 

Several other recent events also showcase this 
growing awareness of the disaster-in-the-making.  
The 2021 Global Conference on Health and Cli-
mate Change will be happening in November in 
Glasgow with a special focus on Climate Justice 
and Green Recovery from COVID 19.  It will also 
mobilize the growing movement of health profes-
sionals around the world who are now driving am-
bitious climate action.  (Climate change is a con-

tributor to 
many 
growing 
health 
problems, 
in addition 
to the inju-
ries and 
deaths it 
has—and 

will continue—to cause.  New York City recently 
held a weeklong summit of global leaders and cli-
mate activists promoting actionable solutions to 
address the climate crisis.  From this sprang the 
idea for late night talk show hosts to have a night 
to focus on the threat of climate change, which 
was Climate Night on September 22.  “Climate 
change has gone very fast from ‘probably the fu-
ture’ to ‘actually, right now,’ which means we all 
need to be talking and thinking about it much 

more,” said creator of Climate Night, Steve 
Budrow.  He added, “This incredible group of 
shows coming together makes a statement about 
the scale and urgency of the world’s hottest prob-
lem.” 

Stephen Colbert, Samantha Bee, James Corden, 
Jimmy Fallon, Jimmy Kimmel, Seth Meyers, and 
Trevor Noah united on September 22nd for Climate 
Night, focusing their programming on climate 
change.  The topics ranged from The Daily Show 
with Trevor Noah tackling sea turtle gender in a 
segment dedicated to little known consequences of 
climate change to Late Night with Seth Meyers 
talking about the Green New Deal and fossil fuel 
lobbyists.  Katherine Hayhoe, one of the foremost 
climate science experts in the world, appeared on 
Jimmy Kimmel Live and said one of the most im-
portant things we 
should  be doing 
about climate 
change is to 
“Talk about it.  
Only 14% are 
actually talking 
about it.  And if 
you don’t talk, 
why would you care?  And if you don’t care, why 
would you do anything about?” Hayhoe also dis-
cussed her new book, Saving Us:  A  Climate Sci-
entist’s Case for Hope and Healing in a Divided 
World.  Dr. Jane Goodall appeared on the Tonight 
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon; Bill gates was on 
The Late, Late Show.  James Corden and Greta 
Thunberg appeared on Trevor Noah.  

Anyway, it was a super night with good scientific 
information about the coming climate crisis and 
with some humor thrown, which is something we 
really need right now.  If you missed these shows, 
you can still catch them.  Most of them are on You 
Tube and the CBS shows are rebroadcast on Para-
mount Plus.  Or you can just Google for example 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live Climate Night” or “Stephen 
Colbert Late Show Climate Night” and so on.    

Remember:  if you’re thinking pro-life, think 
“What can we do 
about climate 
change?” the big-
gest and most far-
reaching pro-life 
issue facings us 
all—as well as all 
of our children 
and grandchil-
dren! 
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